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Two Lovers
****-
Bipolar Brooklynite Leonard (Joaquin

Phoenix) bounces between mysterious
beauty Michelle (Gwyneth Paltrow)
and the available girl of his mother's
dreams, Sandra (Vinessa Shaw), in
James Gray's deeply felt melodrama.
Although the love triangle is pretty
contrived, Phoenix gives a heartbreak-
ing, powerful performance as a com-
mon man who makes poor romantic
choices, and Paltrow is perfectly cast
as his unstable object of affection.

The International
****
A constantly sweating lnterpol agent
(CIive Owen) joins a Manhattan DA and
mom (Naomi Watts) to bring down
an arms-dealing bank in this intense
thriller. While director Tom Tykwer
(Run, Lolo, Run) moves the story at a
brisk pace - it jumps from Milan, ltaly,
to Berlin to lstanbul, Turkey - the plot
can be hard to follow, and the leads feel
underwritten. Still, action fanatics will
marvel at the 14-minute shoot-out at
NYC's Guggenheim Museum. Bl
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Fbhcr (ccnter) wfth the rdftor
of her frye fashlon megrrlnc
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and her profudonal end
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****
It seems there's no stopping the
Jonas juggernaut. The soundtrack
to the Uberpopular band of brothers'
upcoming concert film (out Febru-
ary 27) includes live versions of their
biggest hits (including "Hold On"
and "SOS"), as well as a new studio

ballad, "Love ls on the Way." One
standout moment: Taylor Swift
joins the guys on stage for the
swoon-worthy "Should've Said
No," which was recorded before her
nasty breakup with Joe (she's intro-
duced as "our friend Taylor Swift").
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