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Ashanti

The Declaration

2.8 & O%

Was it too much too soon? Ashanti
once had three Top 10 singles

at the same time, and her 2002
album broke the first-week sales
record for a female singer’s debut.
But her career hasn't lived up to
its initial promise. While her fourth
CD of self-penned R&B tracks
contains a few hip beats (such as
the piano-driven first single, "The
Way That | Love You"), the sound
feels out of date — and

her collaborations with

Robin Thicke and beau

Nelly don’t compare to

her early teamings with

Ja Rule and J. Lo. The

new disc lacks her old-

school heat. (Universal/

Motown) IAN DREW

OPENS FRIDAY 5/30

The Strangers

* %k ke

After attending a friend’s wedding,
overwrought couple Kristen (Liv Tyler)
and James (Scott Speedman) head
to separate bedrooms at his parents’
empty country house after she turns
down his marriage proposal —.and
then the night only worsens. At'4 a.Mm.,
after a loud knock on the door, three
strangers launch a savage invasion
that puts the pair’s relationship woes
in raw, gory perspective. Tyler and
Speedman make for a believable,
attractive couple, and the scares are
straightforward and unironic. The
strong performances and tight nar-
rative — combined with the effective
use of a remote South Carolina loca-
tion — add up to an unnerving thriller
that may have you reconsidering the
summer weekend in the country!

Ashanti (on
May 8) wrote the
emotional track
"Mother” about

her momager,
Tina Douglas




